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MAY 2020 
 

 
From the archives. Titi Girma flipping 
pancakes at the Benish Center in October, 
2018. 
 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
Brother Knights, these are strange and difficult 
times and who could have predicted, even just a 
couple of months ago, that our “normal” would 
be so different and our methods of fraternity so 
challenged! While I join each of you in looking 
forward to a return to life without a concern for 
Covid-19, I am also hopeful that each of you 
will continue to engage, as proud members of 
the order, in support of our church, our parish, 
and our community.  
To continue our fraternal operations, we are 
embracing digital tools. This includes both 
business meetings conducted on the Zoom 
platform and adding to our ranks through online 
exemplifications. 
 
Our May 7 business meeting, conducted on 
Zoom, included two very important discussions; 

1. The first call for nominations of officers 
for the new fraternal year (July through 
June) was conducted. 

a. The office of Treasurer remains 
open after the first round 

b. The appointed (not elected) 
position of Council Director 
remains open 

2. The first draft of the budget for the new 
year was presented 

a. Realized income loss from 
cancellation of Fish Frys  

b. Charity requests to be sponsored 
 
Please join me in welcoming our newest Knight, 
James Jones. James was one of more than 1,000 
new knights who used the online 
exemplification, conducted via Supreme, to 
receive the honors and responsibilities of the 
Third Degree. Please be aware that any current 
First or Second degree Knight can use the 
Online Exemplification to advance to full Third 
Degree status. There will be online 
exemplifications held at 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. on 
both May 21 and May 28. Please contact me to 
register for any of those four exemplifications. 
As always, we would love to welcome new 
Knights to the order and this can be done online 
with minimal effort. If you know of a practical 
Catholic man, over the age of 18, that you think 
would be a good fit for our council, let me know 
and we will get the process moving! 
Please be aware of the very important next 
meeting, the officer meeting, to be held on 
Zoom on Thursday May 28, at 7:30 pm. Look 
for an email early in the week of May 25 for the 
Zoom meeting ID and password and PLEASE 
attend. This meeting is open to all knights, not 
just officers, and the agenda will include the 
second of the three required call for officer 
nominations as well as continued discussion and 
preparation of the budget. If you 
have an interest in filling either 
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the treasurer role or the council director role, 
please let me know! 
 
Remember that, even with the complications 
caused by the pandemic we need to be alert for 
Brother Knights that need assistance with basic 
needs. That is what we do: Knights helping 
Knights. Please let me know if you become 
aware of such needs. 
 
Eventually, I anticipate the ability to return to 
public meetings and please recognize that we 
will need to give consideration to the following 
items to thoughtfully adopt new norms as we 
follow civil and religious regulations: 
 

• Use hand sanitizer and disinfectants 
• Minimize activities that could spread 

virus 
• Protect vulnerable members 
• Take precautions: masks, distancing, 

group size 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
Ken Orze DGK  
k.orze@yahoo.com for more information.  
 
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – Contact 
Leo Saenz if you want to get involved with 
helping construct a local Habitat home in Cedar 
Park. 512-831-8516 or leosaenz@gmail.com. 
 
SATURDAY MORNING  PRAYER  
MINISTRY 
Our Deacons are leading a morning prayer group 
Saturdays at 7 a.m. in the Eucharistic Chapel. It 
lasts about 30 minutes. Please join our Brother 
Knights for this fulfilling ministry. 
 
CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 
Brother Knights and wives, please feel free to 
send photos, stories of all the great giving and 
services that we perform, and dates for 

upcoming events and fundraisers. This is your 
newsletter. 
Fred Afflerbach    
fredafflerbach@gmail.com 
512-963-5830 
 
FAMILY OF THE MONTH 
 
CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
As the State of Texas begins to shift its axis 
back to a more normal mode of operation on, it 
remains my hope that all of you and your 
families remain safe and blessed. 
While I wish there was more to report on our 
seminarians, unfortunately with education being 
delivered remotely their status remains 
unknown.  Your continued prayers for their 
success, and that of Bob Hogan’s grandson, 
Brian, who will begin seminary in the fall. 
Our Spring 2020 Council 7600 Spring 
Scholarship Committee has selected its 
recipients for our council scholarships. While 
participation was but a fraction of last spring, 
given the difficult times placed upon the young 
people interested in the scholarship, our council 
has been blessed by three young people who will 
each receive a $500 scholarship. 
Our first recipient, Rebecca A. Galan, daughter 
of Sylvia and Peter Galan, is a graduating senior 
from Vista Ridge High School by way of Del 
Rio High School. Rebecca is an impressive 
young woman who has excelled both athletically 
and academically. She is ranked in the top 30 
percent of her graduating class, and plans to 
attend University of Incarnate Word next year. 
Ashley Nguyen, daughter of Mary and Binh 
Nguyen, is recipient of our second scholarship.  
Ashley is a graduating senior of Leander High 
School where she was recognized for her athletic 
and academic performance. Ashley, among other 
recognitions and 
accomplishments, was selected as 
AP Scholar with distinction. With 
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all her activities and academic case load, Ashley 
found time to work part-time at HEB. 
Jesly Higas-Fraire, daughter of Liliana and 
Council 7600 Brother, Jesus Higas, has been 
awarded our final scholarship. Jesly has been 
very involved with the St. Margaret Mary 
Community; especially through Movimiento 
Familiar Catolico Cristiano. Jesly is a talented 
dancer and has danced ballet Folclorico at many 
parishes throughout the diocese for well over a 
decade. 
The Scholarship Committee will present these 
scholarship checks to these wonderful young, 
talented women at the Graduation Mass, 5 p.m. 
on June 7.  While Mass has begun on its normal 
schedule, change to this presentation made be 
necessary. Any adjustment will be made as 
preferred by Father Luis. 
Finally, the Scholarship Committee will be 
meeting in the next few months to review the 
requirements for receiving this scholarship. The 
council will be asked to provide input into areas 
for inclusion or removal from the present list of 
requirements. Following, the Scholarship 
Committee will prepare a final document of 
requirements, making any reasonable changes 
suggested. The Scholarship Committee looks 
forward to your input. 
Tim Dwyer  dwyer.tj@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
KNIGHT OF THE MONTH 
 
 
MONTHLY MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT 
As the pandemic continues and social distancing 
has become the new norm, we take time now to 
think about what we can do for our fellow 
brothers and sisters. 
As we slowly come back to weekly services and 
the workplace, we ask ourselves what is it that 
we can do to help others in our community who 
are suffering from unemployment and neglect. 

Remember during this time to check on others 
from our parish, our community, our neighbors, 
our friends, and our families. Frustration levels 
and loneliness are hitting new highs and a kind 
word or deed goes a long way. We are in 
uncharted waters and it is easy to get lost in all 
the confusion around us. 
There are still programs out there that are 
helping our less fortunate members of society 
like Mobile Loaves and Fishes, Reveal Resource 
Center, Capital Area Food Bank, Hill Country 
Ministries, Community First, and Angel House. 
Our own parish’s MLF program is at a very 
reduced participation level as we speak but if 
you want to donate to them or one of the other 
programs mentioned above, your donations are 
greatly appreciated. 
At this time, MLF is collecting blankets, 
backpacks, small tents, towels, and socks for the  
homeless campsite in Southeast Austin. We go 
by and deliver high protein meals about every 
two weeks to the campsite along with any other 
goodies we can gather. As of right now there are 
about 180 plus people who live in tents at this 
facility. They have two makeshift shower stalls 
and outdoor facilities to share amongst them. If 
you have anything you would like to donate, 
please contact brother David Tull. 
One of our other local programs located in 
Cedar Park is the Reveal Resource Center which 
is sponsored by seven local churches. Some of 
our brother knights help out with this program 
by collecting food and clothing that is passed out 
at the center on a weekly basis. If you are 
interested in participating in this program, please 
contact brother Bill Schroer who has been 
helping them out for years. 
I hope everyone is staying safe. If you want to 
know how you can help, please contact me. 
Until next month. 
YBIC 3-year Trustee Leo Saenz Jr. 
leosaenz@gmail.com 
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FIELD AGENT FOR COUNCIL 7600 
Ted Pataki  Austin and Williamson County   
512-983-6303   theodore.pataki@kofc.org 
 
 
GRAND KNIGHT’S REPORT 
Chuck Ramos  chuck@stmargaretmary.com 
 
 
 
PRAYERS NEEDED  
 
 
 
INSPIRING QUOTES FOR MAY 
 
From Psalm 46 
God is our refuge and strength,  
always ready to help in times of trouble.  
So we will not fear when earthquakes come  
and the mountains crumble into the sea.  
Let the oceans roar and foam.  
Let the mountains tremble as the waters surge!  
 
A river brings joy to the city of our God,  
the sacred home of the Most High.  
God dwells in that city; it cannot be destroyed.  
From the very break of day, God will protect it.  
The nations are in chaos,  
and their kingdoms crumble!  
God’s voice thunders,  
and the earth melts!  
The Lord of Heaven’s Armies is here among us;  
the God of Israel is our fortress.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRO-LIFE INFORMATION  
Walter Yucikas Pro Life Director 
512-506-0117 wyucikas56@gmail.com 
 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT  
Tony Rovano  Financial Secretary 
512-420-345 anthony.rovano@yahoo  
 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Joel Montes  Director Community Activities  
joel448@hotmail.com 
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